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ABSTRACT 

A study was designed to investigate the perceptions 
and practices of home economics teacher educators with regard to the 
preparation of preservice vocational home economics teachers for 
political participation. The population for the research consisted of 
277 home economics teacher educators throughout the United States; 
186 usable responses (67 percent) were received from a questionnaire 
on teacher educator backgrounds, attitudes toward preparing teachers 
for political participation r and content of su':h preparation. 
Findings indicated ^nat 100 percent of the respondents encouraged 
their students to join professional organizat ons; 97 percent also 
urged them to assume active leadership roles. Ninety-four pj^rcent of 
the respondents perceived a need to prepare preservice teachers for 
political participation, but only 85 percent were currently doing so. 
The most common types of activities included in teacher preparation 
for political participation were discussions of current legislation 
affecting home economics, the role of legislation in vocational 
education, and the political impact of professional organizations on 
legislation; and writing letters to legislators or other influential 
per«tons. The preparation was integrated into home economics courses, 
and there were slight differences according to teacher educator 
characteristics. (KC) 
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THE PERCEPTIONS AND PRACTICES OF 
HOME ECONOMICS TEACHER EDUCATORS 
REGARDING THE PREPARATION OF PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS 
FOR POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

This srudy was dGsie;nGd to investigate the perceptions 
and practices of home economics teacher ducators with regard 
to the preparation of pre-service vocational home economics 
teachers fo^ political participation, 

Ob iect i ves 

The specific objectices of this study were: 

1, To determine the extent to which teacher educators 
perceived a need to prepare pre-service teachers 
for Dolitical participation, 

2, '^o determine the extent to which teacher educators 
were preparing pre-se vice teachers for political 
participation. 

3, To determine whether such preparation, if in 
existence, was integrated into home economics 
education courses or present ed in a separate 
course either within or outside of the home 
economics imi t , 

To determine !f there were differences in the 
perceptions and practices of teacher educators 
with refxard to a^e, hij^hest deqree earned, 
membership in profes si ')nal home economics 
education associations, and '^.eo'^^raphi c reeion, 

PoDulat i on 

The population for this research consisted of home economics 
teacher educators in the United States as listed in The 1983 
National Directory of Vocational Home Economics Toacher Educators • 
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From This lisr, rhe researchers surveyed one reacher educarcr 
per instirurion. A roral of 277 quesr ionnai res were mailed. 
Sevenry-one percenr or 196 were rerurned. Usable responses 
Totaled 186 or 67 percenr, Repaonally, t'he pGrcenrap;e 
returned rano;ed from 69X to 73^. 

Data Coll ecr ion Inst rumenr 

The data collect' --^n instrument devised by the researchers 
contained three major sections. Section A was desic^ned to 
obt ain backp; round information on teacher educators. Section B 
of the instrument was desi^^ned to identify rhe perceptions and 
practices of teacher educators with regard to the preparation 
of ore-service teachers for political participation. Respondents 
were asked to indicate whether such preparation was tauQ;ht in a 
separate course either within or outside of the home economics 
unit or intei^ratcd into home economi cs /home economics educstion 
courses. Additionally, the teacher educators were ^iven a list 
of items that could be included in political participation 
studies and were asked to indicate those currently bein<z used. 
Section C of the instrument was desir.ned to obtain comments/ 
suc^i^est i ons from teacher educators re^araino; the preparation 
of pre-servicG teachers for political participation. 

Statistical Procedures 

Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the data. 
Descriptive data were placed in cont i nfz;ency tables in order 
to identify differences in the responses of teacher educators 
wi th rei^ard to a ^e , ai G;hest de9;ree earned , membershi p i n 
professional home economics education associations, and 
^eof2;raphi c region. 

Fi ndi nes 
Fi nd 

rheir student's ro Join professional orf;ani zat i ons while 97"- 



ERIC 



4 



also urfGci rhern ("o assumo acrivc leaciership roles. 'ancry-four 
percent of rhe respondenrs nercoiv d a need to preparo pro-service 
teacheio fui pulirical pari 1^.1 pai iuii, bui only c5'!-. wore currenrly 
doinq; so. 

The mosr common Tyo^s of acrivifies included in ore-seivico 
("eachers^ prepararion for polirical parr icipari on v;ere rhe 
discussion oj. current le^^islarion affecrin^, ho^e economics, a 
discussion of rhe role of ler^^islar i on in vocarional education, 
a discussion of the polirical impacr of professional or^.ani zar i ons 
on le^islarion, and rhe wririnp of lerrers ro le^i^islar crs or 
orher influenrial persons. 

i\esulrs of rhe survey indicared rhar 92Ti of rhe preparation 
for polirical parr icipari on is inrer^rared into home econcm.ics/ 
home economics educarion courses. There were few differences 
overall in rhe perceptions of reacher educators wirh regard ro 
ace, hip.hesr den;ree earned, membership in professional home 
economics educarion associ af i ons , and ^eo^raphic region. 

Cone 1 us i ons 

The conclusions of rhis srudy v;ere: 

1. Teacher educarors indicared a need ro prepare ore- 
service reachers for polirical parr ici par i on . 

2. Teacher educarors were preoarinr pre-service reachers 
for pol^'rical parr i ci par i on bur \;irh less frequency 
rhan rhe perceived need. 

3. The prepararion of pre-service vocarional hom.e 
economics reachers for polirical parr i ci par i on 
was inre<7rared inro homie economi cs /hom,e econom.ic:^ 
educarion courses . 

4. There were sli^hr differences in rhe percepricns 
of reacher educarors wirh ree^ard ro a^e, hi,ehesr 
def^ree earned, membership in professional heme 
economi cs educar i on associ ar ions . and r;eof;raDhi c 
re'^i on . 



